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SACRAMENTO BEE (CA)
6 April 1982

The CiA’s Men ::cm Connection

he Umted §Eates attorney in San Dxego

William ‘K. Kennedy, got:into trouble wuh-

the Justice Department for trymg to do his™
job, in the course of which he ran afoul of the .

Central "xtelhoence Agency, which dldnt
‘want him o doit. - R

f At issue ‘was the questxo *Sh uld a one-"

t

'txne high secumy ‘official in.the-~ Mex1can
{gox ernment be prosecuted for his. alleged role
-m a-$30 million-to: $40° million car-theft ring
‘operating in Southern Cahrorma or: should his
tinvolvement be. hushed up because he was

i also- an—aneoed source o: mformatlon for the )

' TheCIA predxctablv pressured the Jusnce

‘Department for. the’ hush-up.. Kennedy, more -

concerned about the losses to the owners of
‘the- 4,000 stolen cars the ring sold to various
'_Mexxcan officials, insisted:on prosecution.
When the Justice Department blocked his
‘efforts he went- public with’ the facts of the

.case. A Reagan administration appomtee last”

‘November, Kenaedy now has been- told by the
' thte House to resign.or be fired. :
- Quite clearly, circumstances can anse in:
the shadowy world of forengn mtelhgence

* when the national ;nterest‘may require, grant-—

- ing criminal 1mmumty in-order to protect an
. mformant Just as- clearly, however in thxs
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- \Jg—.—cnv, Bl

=+ mformant himself, but what one senior Justice
Department official described as “potentxal
damage to- the institutional - relationship”
'that is, U.S. relations with Mexxco —’as a re-
sult of revealing a high Mexxcan official’s

cdoperatxon wnn Amerxcan mtellloence

mdlonatxon the cover was blown anyway.

a license to stea_l
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mstance the CIA’s worry wasn’t the Mexxcan

i fada

) hat bemo the case ‘we can See no-Teason -
_in the world why Kennedy shouldn’t have .
‘been permitted to seek the indictment and do -
Ahls job.'The. Mexican’ official’s prosecution for -
car ‘theft would have had nothing to do with
, 'hlS CIA role assummg, as'we tentatwely do,

ﬁhat the agency wasn’t-also involved in the?'{-
theft ring. The way the.whole episode was -
handled only fed Kennedy’s understandablef?

o One needn’t endorse Kennedy’s dec;sxon to -
‘axr the matter publicly — thereby pre-empt- |
mg the judgment of hxgher officials on the :
national security interest — in order to agree’
that in the circumstances the Mexican offxcxal
should have been, should be,- .prosecuted. It

5trams ‘tredulity and all common sense to E
assert that any single intelligence source can
provide such valuable, otherwise unattamable.,'
information that he should be glven hterally, :
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